Ex-Saginawian’s cookies win national prize

BY SUE WHITE
Mows Spetial Writaer

I one of the faces on the. recent People
magazine commercial locked {amiliar, sharing
the sereen with Olivia Newlon-John, John Tra-
volta and Al Pacing, it wasn't your eyes play-
ing tricks.

Carol Goldman, 3% a Saginaw native now
living in Chicage, was plugging People's na-
tiomal chocolate chip cookie coplest, She took
fourth place, behind such nolables as Famous
Amos, Mrs. Flelds and Tom's Mom, and had
her ereation voled *the best-looking cobkie.™

Mre. Goldman is the daughter of the late Dr,
and Mrs. H L, Biamond, She gradoated (rom
Arthur Hill High School in 1962, After graduat-
ing from the University of Michigan in 1966,
she maved Lo the Windy City.

Mow living with her husband, Peter, and her
two children, Jefl, 7, dind Karen, 9, in Highland
Park, she has been selling her chocolate chip
and calmesl raizin cookies throughout the Chi-
CEfO arch

“I've becn baking since | was 12 vears ofd,"
Mra. Goldman said. *My motheér wis s fantas
Lic cook. She could make beautiful cakes and
ples bul never cookles "

The papularity of her cookies: grow during
her nigh school and colfege years and while
working as a =ocinl worker in Chicogo's
ghittos,

“Evoryons would azk me 0 hring cookies (6
the party or Lo the olffce,” shi sakd. I was
glwavs Carol's cookies they asked for."

In the years alter her children were born,

! e
Carol Goldman keeps a lid on har recipa

Mrs. Goldman stayed home while dabbling in
different ventures.

“My parenls, ever Sinfe we Were very
young, Lold us o work and keep busy, | always
knew | wanted a career, Il nol & business.

“l made and sold greeting cards [fom my
hame for a while, and I would make arl lor
kil et fwirs, '

Then, last year, when her mother wias il
Mrs Goldman dropped everyihing and began
commiuting Lo Saginaw, When her mother died,
she fell “kind of down" and looked for some-
Ihing o keep i busy

In March, she toak a sample of her cookles Lo
Walter Ol ul the Sunsel Foods store in
Chicaga.

“I ook my samples Lo him atl 9 in the morn-
ing. and by 1| thal aflerncon he had sold 50
pounds, “He called and lold me to get in that
kitchen and bake)

“1 use all fop-quality ingredients in my cook-
les, real butler, real chocolute, the best of
avierything.

“That's why my cookles are so expensive. |
charge §5 a pound, which 5 about six or seven
cobkbes '

The recipe is a guarded secret, kept only in
her hitad and her will

Mrs. Goldman runs the enlire *Carol's Cook-
les™ operation, with the support of her family
and the help of one assistant, Donna, who takes
her pay in eookies.

Working eight-nour shifts three days each
week, they turn oul an average of 4,000 cookies,
which a&ire: then hand-delivered lo various
slores.

“The nealest thing abouf winning this contest
k5 they found me. The Mew York office (old
cach regional office (o lind [he best chocolule
col b an Lhete regtlon,

“I never even knew about a contest going on,
then ope day, | gol & call from the Chicago
office saying *You have wop.'

“Ainge the conlésl, 've increased business
by aboul 1,000 cookies @ woek, " she said. “Nexi
wieel, 'l be sampling (handing oul samples)
at. the pew Neiman-Marcos store here, and
=000, | hepe W expand, either intd a mall-order
biEsImEss or tila roladl.'”



